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A warm welcome to Barratt Homes’ 
public exhibition displaying 
proposals for plans to create a new 
residential scheme on land east 
of Huntspill Road, Highbridge, 
Somerset.

Award-winning house builder Barratt 
Homes is currently developing proposals for 
this site and, as part of their engagement 
process; is holding this public consultation 
to provide the local community with the 
opportunity to fully engage in the planning 
process and provide what is considered to 
be essential and important feedback. 

Today’s exhibition will provide you with 
an overview of the constraints on the site 
and the emerging proposals based on the 
technical work undertaken, any information 
you feel we should be aware of then please 
let the team know.  

You are welcome to ask any questions, 
please see any of our consultant team who 
will be happy to help.

Please also take the time to submit a 
feedback form and provide your comments 
on the proposals. You can leave this in our 
ballot box provided. 

Thank you for visiting. 

Barratt have been building quality new build homes since 1958, and are now recognised as 
the highest quality national house builder.

We aim to provide the highest standard of design, construction and customer service in the 
business, resulting in a host of major industry awards in recent years.

Every year since 2010, Barratt Homes has officially been the highest quality major national 
housebuilder, having been awarded an exclusive ‘5 Star Housebuilder Award*’ by the 
Homebuilders Federation for nine years in a row. 

The award is the result of recommendations from customers as well as our superior build 
quality, so we’re especially proud to be the only major national housebuilder to be awarded 
this accreditation every year since 2010.
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The site in question forms part of a 
wider area of land at Brue Farm, which is 
identified by Sedgemoor District Council 
in their adopted Core Strategy (2011) for 
an urban extension to Highbridge. 

Outline planning permission was granted 
for this urban extension (application ref. 
11/11/00107) in March 2013 for up to 550 
dwellings, a primary school, nursery and 
open space areas. 

Barratt Homes own land forming part 
of this approved urban extension, as 
well as a parcel of land directly adjacent 
to it, which the County Council have 
identified as their preferred site for a 
new primary school. Barratt are looking 
to bring forward detailed design 
proposals for circa 162 family homes, a 
new roundabout, public open space and 
equipped areas of play and pedestrian 
improvements along Huntspill Road.

As part of their proposals, the land 
identified for the primary school will be 
gifted to the County Council, who will 
then decide on the exact timeframes for 
building the school.

The following boards demonstrate how a 
comprehensive approach has been taken 
to the design, layout and landscaping of 
the site, to deliver a high quality scheme 
which responds well to its context. 

The site is located on the south-eastern 
outskirts of Highbridge which is accessed 
via the A38 and the M5 motorway, just 
a few miles north of the market town of 
Bridgwater. 

The site lies directly east of the A39 and is 
bounded by Huntspill Road and existing 
residential development beyond to the 
west. Part of the northern boundary is also 
bounded by existing residential use.

Much of the eastern and southern 
boundaries are open to fields with strong 
hedgerow lines with associated ditches 
and water courses. 

The site is currently vacant with occasional 
grazing taking place.  

Site Location Plan

N

SITE LOCATION AND BACKGROUND



BARRATT HOMES
Brue Farm, Highbridge

www.barrattbristolcommunity.com 

CONSTRAINTS
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SITE BOUNDARY

EXISTING TREES

EXISTING HEDGE

EXISTING BUILDING

IMPROVED RHYNE
BANKING

EXISTING WATERCOURSE

FOUL WATER PUMP
STATION REQUIRED

MAIN ACCESS

POTENTIAL FUTURE
ACCESS TO ADJACENT
LAND

EXISTING OVERHEAD
POWER LINE
(TO BE GROUNDED)

IMPROVED RHYNE
MAINTENANCE / BUFFER
ZONE (BACK AND SIDE
FACING BUILDINGS
ONLY)

ACCESS TO LAND TO BE
FORMED BY BRIDGE /
CULVERT

POTENTIAL FUTURE
CONNECTION FOR BUS

RPA OF EXISTING
TREES

EXISTING PUBLIC RIGHT
OF WAY

SUB STATION REQUIRED

Constraints Plan
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Accessibility

 Proposed location of roundabout which 
will serve as the primary vehicular access 
from Huntspill Road, ensuring safety and 
protection of existing accesses in the vicinity.

 Existing public right of way running east-
west.

 Potential connection to land to the east to 
support the wider site allocation.  

 Future access to land to the south for the 
proposed primary school. Separate access 
for the school to be provided from Huntspill 
Road.

 Road improvements along Huntspill Road 
in association with new access roundabout.

Context

  Provide direct links to existing pedestrian 
routes adjacent to the site.

 Land made available to accommodate 
a new primary school to cater for existing 
demand within the area and for new 
residents.

 New planting along northern boundary 
to filter views for existing residents.

 Maintenance of existing hedgerow 
character along Huntspill Road.

Site 

 The amenity of existing residents who 
live adjacent to the development site to be 
considered in the proposals for new building 
positions and outlook. 

 Areas next to existing water courses to 
be left free from development to ensure 
maintenance corridors, opportunity to utilise 
these areas as informal biodiversity areas to 
be considered.

 Retention, enhancement or replacement 
(where retention is not feasible) of key 
landscape elements, attributes and patterns.

 Pumping station and electricity 
substation will be provided to support the 
new development proposal.

 Existing overhead cables to be buried 
underground. 

 Area of site ‘kept free’ of development, in 
the interest of drainage enhancement and 
biodiversity benefits.
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Local Facilities Plan

The Brue Farm site is in a highly accessible location and within 
a comfortable 15-minute walk from existing services on Market 
Street. Its location provides the opportunity for residents to walk 
and cycle to local services and amenities that may be required on a 
day-to-day basis. Additional facilities are available within Burnham-
on-Sea town centre which can be accessed by cycling or public 
transport. The location of the local facilities in relation to the site 
can be observed within the local facilities plan below. As part of the 
scheme a two-form entry Primary School will be included on site.

Access 

As part of a wider provision for the road network a four-armed 
roundabout is proposed for the vehicular site access. The layout 
of the roundabout is presented below with two arms providing 
links to the northern and southern internal access roads and the 
remaining two arms forming links along the A38 northbound and 
southbound. 

Two bus stops are located adjacent to the development site, 
providing public transport links to the nearby towns of Bridgwater 
and Burnham-on-Sea.

The creation of new walking and cycling links throughout the site 
will contribute to its permeability, integrating existing sustainable 
links with the local facilities to the north. Cycling routes and suitable 
cycle parking within the scheme will be provided.

Traffic Impact

The assessment of the highways network in the local area 
has been undertaken by specialist highway engineers Vectos. 
They have designed the access roundabout and internal road 
layout in support of the emerging master plan for the site. 
A Transport Assessment will be submitted in support of the 
planning application and will consider the potential impact of the 
development on the wider highway network and how additional 
impacts can be mitigated. 

Vehicle Tracking LayoutKey: Vehicle TrackingProposed Main Access

TRANSPORT & ACCESS
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Site Location

Walrow Industrial Estate 

Railway Station

Bus Stop

Burnham On Sea War 
Memorial Hospital

Police Station

The King Alfred School

The Bridge Veterinary 
Surgery

Churchfield Church School

Post Office

Asda Superstore

Highbridge Library

Co-op Food Highbridge

Llyods Pharmacy

Brue Farm Garage
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Master Plan

Sample Street Scene

The master plan provides a framework 
for the laying out of future development 
proposals that come forward as part of the 
detailed planning application process.

The plan shown opposite is a culmination 
in an understanding of the constraints of 
the site, the technical work undertaken 
and influenced by the settlement pattern 
and appearance of Highbridge. 

It has also been developed to achieve an 
appropriate relationship with the site’s 
surroundings and responds to the site’s 
unique characteristics. 

The land within the site boundary will 
deliver a residential development of 
approximately 162 homes with associated 
parking, landscaping, drainage and public 
open space including areas for children’s 
play. Homes will include good levels of 
parking for residents and visitors alike. 

Land will be gifted to Somerset County 
Council to allow the delivery of a much 
needed primary school for the area. 

The well designed streets, spaces, 
public realm will ensure a high quality 
development as a natural extension to the 
village.  

The key features of the scheme are set out 
below and highlighted on the plan.

MASTER PLAN
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SITE ACCESS & ARRIVAL SPACE

POTENTIAL FUTURE ACCESS

LAND MADE AVAILABLE FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL

EXISTING MATURE TREES AS BACK DROP

PLAY OPPORTUNITIES

FEATURE SQUARE

EXISTING BUILDINGS

SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT

PERIMETER BLOCK ARRANGEMENT OF BUILDINGS

MAINTENANCE ZONES FOR  WATER COURSES
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Landscape Strategy

The landscape approach for the site will aim to 
achieve a high quality and functional external 
environment that will enhance opportunities for 
public use and enjoyment, and local wildlife.

Landscape Strategy
 A generous public open space to the site entrance, off 
Huntspill Road, provides an attractive setting to the development 
with avenue tree planting, hedgerows and lush green lawns;

 Toddler and junior play spaces positioned centrally within 
the site to afford excellent accessibility to all. Play areas to 
incorporate imaginative play opportunities to enhance users’ 
experiences.

 The existing site frontage hedgerow to Huntspill Road will 
be retained where achievable, enhanced and managed to secure 
its long-term future;

 Sustainable urban drainage (SuDs) facilitates located within 
the sites existing landscape infrastructure creates a functional 
yet attractive landscape setting with enhanced habitat and 
biodiversity value;

 Existing trees and hedgerows will be retained where 
achievable and incorporated within the development reinforcing 
the site wider landscape infrastructure;

 Feature square with enhanced hard and soft landscaping to 
delineate square within the streetscape;

 On plot landscaping will consist of a mix of floristic and 
evergreen species providing a year-round attractive setting to 
the individual plots;

 Courtyard areas will include shrub and tree planting to 
soften potential hard landscape dominated areas;

 Enhanced landscape treatments will soften boundary’s and 
provide screening/filter views to adjacent land;

 A 2FE primary school with associated parking, play and pitch 
provision to be gifted to Somerset County Council as part of the 
scheme.

Ethos Environmental Planning have undertaken 
an ecology assessment of the site in 2018. The 
assessment comprised surveys of all habitats on site, 
and targeted surveys for protected species including 
great crested newts, bats, badgers, reptiles and birds.

The habitats on site are dominated by poor, semi-
improved grassland, several ponds and ditches, small 
areas of scrub and a number of hedgerows.

The assessment has found a small population of great 
crested newts in two of the ponds on site, and the 
hedgerows on site were found to provide habitat for 
birds and bats.

The development proposals have been informed 
by these findings, and include the retention and 
creation of key habitats on site including new ponds, 
hedgerows, wildflower meadow as well as the 
provision of bird and bat boxes.

LANDSCAPE & ECOLOGY
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DRAINAGE

Graphical Images

N
SuDS Objective

The main objectives of SuDS are to minimise the impacts 
from development on the quantity and quality of the runoff, 
and maximise amenity and biodiversity opportunities. 
Appropriately designed, constructed and maintained SuDS 
should aim to replicate as close as possible the natural 
drainage from the site; reduce runoff rates and volumes to 
reduce the risk of flooding downstream; and provide habitats 
for wildlife and biodiversity opportunities.

Surface Water Drainage Strategy

A surface water drainage strategy has been developed 
that incorporates a Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS) 
comprising of an attenuation pond & rhynes. The proposed 
SuDS will ensure that flood risk resulting from pluvial events 
(rainfall) will be managed on-site and that flood risk will not 
be increased elsewhere as a result of the development.

The surface water run-off from the proposed development has 
been designed to drain to the existing rhynes that border the 
site and a proposed attenuation pond prior to discharging to 
an existing rhyne network downstream of the site, replicating 
existing greenfield conditions. It is proposed to widen the 
existing rhynes to provide additional storage volume. 

The surface water drainage system will be designed to cater 
for the 1 in 100 year storm return period plus a 40% climate 
change allowance without flooding occurring. In the unlikely 
event that the drainage system becomes blocked, fails or 
the capacity is exceeded, the proposed development will 
be designed to ensure flood routes are provided.  These will 
convey and direct flows through the development without 
causing flood risk to existing or new properties and directed 
to downstream attenuation features or into the existing 
rhynes.

Foul Drainage Strategy

All foul drainage from the site will be designed to drain to a 
foul pumping station located centrally within the site. Foul 
flows will be pumped to an existing foul sewer located in 
Huntspill Road. Wessex Water have been contacted and the 
point of connection agreed in principle. 
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Thank you for taking the time 
to attend Barratt Homes’ public 
exhibition for their proposals 
to develop a new residential 
scheme on land East of 
Huntspill Road, Highbridge.

We hope you found the event useful 
and would be grateful if you would 
take the time to submit a feedback 
form to tell us what you think. 

Once all feedback has been received 
it will be reviewed by Barratt Homes 
and their team, this will then 
help to formulate a report known 
as a ‘Statement of Community 
Involvement’ (S.C.I) where the 
feedback will be passed to Sedgemoor 
District Council verbatim; as part of 
Barratt’s planning application. 

Once the application is submitted 
members of the public will have 
further opportunity to comment on 
the detailed proposals directly to the 
council, following its advertisement.  

Should you have any further questions 
or comments please speak to one of 
the team today who will be happy to 
help. Alternatively, please contact us 
using the details below.
 
Thank you.

Provide us with your feedback

Please fill out a feedback form and post 
it in the ballot box to give us your views. 
Alternatively, take a freepost envelope 
provided and post it back to us free of 
charge.

You can also get in touch with us via  
www.barrattbristolcommunity.com 
to give us your thoughts or ask any 
questions online.

Deadline for comments is 9th October 
2018.

NEXT STEPS

SEPT / OCT
2018

LIKELY DETERMINATION OF PLANNING 
APPLICATION

SUBMIT PLANNING APPLICATION TO SEDGEMOOR 
DISTRICT COUNCIL

DETAILED DESIGN OF SCHEME PROPOSALS

REVIEW ALL FEEDBACK RECIEVED

OCT 2018

OCT / NOV
2018

SPRING 2018


